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R. whom Mrs,
fﬂfﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁﬁ call aon-in-law,
David Rangree fled incontinently
fato his bedroom, seizing underwenar,
tuters and shirt Aa he ran, aware
that Cherry had entered almost im-
madlately  behind him. With the
feveriah netivity of a fireman responding
o 4n slarm he got Into his discarded

even to collar and cravat,
:;"In:.n few moments renched Hae'

Gorway, fushed, disturbed, grinnine
ftaously and  still fombling at his
d;:-"r wnas standing by the table, the !
Mgt eatching little iridescent threads
ol her coat, W bich was moist from the

and rain outside, Her head was |
fa shadow, but the reflected glow from !
the litter of papers and reviews painted |
#2 warm colors the fluent curve of her
seck and chin, Her figure gave An fm-
premsion of alertness like that of n
$ird, just alighted on n twig in an
wafamillar neighborhood, polsed dell-
aitely for flight,

But as he entered
furned, thrust ont an
gafling her twisted smile,

b | Impr- vou don't mind my coming
" a0 begnn,

“lind! Good Tord, no. lo- |
Yghted—very. Dut surprised, You
e I'm not used to visitors—espec luilvj
""" He prusei,

“Especinlly girls?'' she put in,

M¥ell—er—rou vee, girle don’t come |
.m. It's a bachelor apnrtment house |

“[ knew it. But T knew the number |
of your sulte, took a chnnee and w nlked
wp the stairs, The boy ot the door’
thought T wea a charwoman, T hope
I have on my old clothes,' she cx-
phin .

Bangree wax  vegarding the door
dublously, ““I'm not yuite sure that |
1 ought to lot you stay, Cherry.'

Bhe smiled down at her fingers, \\'I‘Ill'.ll
be had forgotten to let go. ,
“It 1 don't care, wny should you?"
And then, withdrawing ber hand |
shewly ax slie turned soberly toward the |
table, *'I had to sce you at once,”" she
i quietly, i
Ho looked at her again amd then
glanced at the lorked dodr inte the
eortidor as though debating whether to

open It or not, As he hestitated she
wpoke ugnin,

“Aren't you :mnl tn ask me to st

:llm Ramesen?'’ she usked whimsti-

"Oh—ol course,”” he maid hastily,
dn\ring n chalr tuwnrd the gas log.
“Now that you're here I suppose you

bt as well be killed for a sheep as

mb. Let me take your coat.'

thanks, 1 shan't etay long.'
lh law from the lnmp reached
lu fll:c e llmu bt that she ]uuludl
Her cheek bones seemed higher, | :
‘were faint tonches of purple |
mund her eyes, and the scarlet of her
was faded, ‘There was, toa, a
pucker ut hier brows bornt of kome
faser commotion, She waited a mo-
lﬂ!llt until he was seated before shie

the room mhe
arm to him,

T'm de-

I ‘had in kec you, Rameses,' ghe
peated, ‘i.nmeimn; happened today,
(hiue stealght here,

othing serlous? Nothing———?"'

“Yen, if I choose to make It so, It
W3 rerlous enough to make me feel
lhnnmt of stllil‘m““m duthlurl' nrh a

- he paused and then
finlsbed with n dublous smile—*'even
Bt the risk of my reputation.’’

"It makes me huppy to think that
you'd some to we. 1've wanted to help
you, ('hi‘l’ﬂ 1 thought you'd for-

l hadn I, But I've been fearfully
busy, You know we have sc nrﬂ-ly any

nta and I hove to help.”
Ings sro so bad ms that?'' Le
"hﬂ an nhe poaused,

“! nodded,

, things arn it about as bad

Uur can be—vxeopt for Dad, They

he's botter, thank €od, But
l‘ﬂh!ng else—oh, it's u devil of

h;f;ll"& will be nothing from the
-\olhing ¥ fur nw 1 ean see—noth-

h that fe—exie pLome,

lﬁ;umuluml her face with n punzled

.“ L] nllght nhru1 and the ‘compression
o lipy wers bitterly tronieal,

lu |Iunt think I understand,'” he
l;n though glimmerings of lier

were coming to him,
? lips opened 1o curl unpleasantly,
lt ¥ very gimplo,
It to the §

I'm the nuly nsaet
Touse of \lohun-—-—-'
You mean that you——'
*Tha m for eale to thn highest
pr«!ernhly John  Chiclester,"
calmly
]ii
He wants me. It's beautl-
llmnlr I want 1o warry him.
ily honor Is saved. "That's why
me to talk (0 you, An impy Ise,
% think I'm mad to come here, Der-
Am. I had to talk to somehody-—
Uzzy or Bob, or even ‘Gonir—
Whe y “lm understands —somebody
“.Nll think for me, 1 can't any
I'm just nt the paint where 1'il
Mething foolish vne way or the
8 wam wspeaking ran idly, brenth-
'en:lh‘ words tumbling forth end
]

mid

ovep

ngs she did not utt
IYOI.II mot ar-_.'i"dhn itter,

"I want to be loyal to Mussy,'' sho
v throwing out her arms in a

o began.

jtimes [ think he knows everything that

" stands this

but there was & lively we- |
Queneg i ;
vead mnill“ phirases, between which ko ||

“I'm for sale to !Ilo hi
=preferably Joh
sald ulrlly

FOU-—tre=to not
Chicheater, then,"
Bhe glanced at him quickly and
shrugged.  “*Need you ank?' she snid.
Nangren raiwed his head abruptly,
“I suppose 1 should have known."

care for—er—John

“There's no question for caring for |k

thim,"”" she went on,
that as well as 1 do. DBut she has wet
her heart on it. She appeals to my
sense of duty to the family, to her, and
to—to Dad. That's how she reaches
me—hurts me—here.'*  She put both
hands to her breast ns though to still a
sudden pang of conscience, *‘I would
do anything for Dad even to nelling my-
selfl an Muzzy wishes. Tut somechow
[ can’t think that he would ask this
of o,  Ils was  never ambitioun—in
buriness, wu—bm not socially, ns!
Muzzy was. e often told me never
to marry a man unless T was sure of
jmyself, But I can’t talk to him, He's
tin a very dangerous condition. 1ls just
i lira Letween sleening nnd walking, with
{intervals in which he trles to tulk, Ile's

getting better,  I'm sure of (£, Some-

““Muszy realizes

(in golng on. Thera's n kind of wis-
(lom in his eyes, like n ehild's, poor denr,
{and he's very submissive. Tut I can't
(talke to him—ask his advies at a time
Nike thix, o' got to have hisx chanes—
fwithout worry of any Kind.'

HOf eourse,  And your mother under-

“Yes, Dot T think she resente it a
little that he should huve falled her nt
4 erueinl moment, With all her world-
linexs she's 80 vory like a child ! -

As she pnused, Bangree turned to-
wnrd her slowly, *“Tell me how far
this thing has gone, llmu John Chi-
'Iu ster spoken to you?'

“No. Ile hasn't,
to '\!um —_—r

"Ihon you're not commted in any
way "

Chor ry got up suddenly and took two
or three steps away from the table,
Then turned with a quick gesture of
dismay==or perhaps of self-nbnegation.

“I dJon't want Jou to think I'm dis-
loyal to Muzzy," she repealml b |
don't want you to think that 1'm for-
getting what 1 owe her—Ilo alty, alle.
glanee! 1 know what those words
mean, But to me they don’'t mean
submissivencss, Rnmesen, to n wrong-—
the perpetration of a sin. I ean't be
submissive when she's done what she
haw.'*

“*She Insists, then—""

Cherry walked to the mantel amd
lenned ugainst it, gazing down at the In-
candeseent clay. It seemed to him that
in the threo weeks since he had lnst
seen her she hud eaught gome glimpnes
of the inner meanings of lfe which had
never been revenled to her, thut trouble
ard pain had alveady din]mllml futuities,
stripping here to csrentinls of character
for her ecombat with the worll, He
thought her more mature, it less radi-
ant: more diycerning, If lesn preten-
tlous, Nhe spoke more quletly now as
though in the actunl presence of her
woral abligntions.

T must tell you the whole miserable
business, Rumeses—from the beginning.
My mother wns very much antreu-ll
by John Chichester's attentions, T
never gave lbim  any encourngement.

B

Ilut he has spoken
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Beature, *'I want to bo Joyal,
uh o think she had n vight to ,lruk
t me if 1 could, Itameses, But I|

"9) ow L'm incapable of judl-
™ h, T've thought and thought,
ki ing only seems lo make thr
b 1 can't think of anything ex-
] lr-rubh mullulu- ' Bhe

I'Ivl'umn

0

Plane qu ing

| Muzzy did.

[way my duts lay.
[hadn't  disliked

It wan a feather in her

cap. He was a catei,
brilliant mateh that she bad been pre-
paring me for, T didn't renlize it. I
didn't wnnt to realise it. i was per-
fectly contented with boys of my own
age. DBut she thought that in time I
would understand the meaning of the
magnificence of becoming a Chichester.
[ didn’t. It bored me horribly, Bhe
took me to luncheon at the Chichester
bouse to be looked over by the old lady.
I felt like shocking them to end the
farce, but T didn't, I think it amused
me n little to see how beautifully I
could behave. It scems that I passed
muster.'’

Bhe Enum‘l an though awaiting com-

mcru— none came., Bangree, his
1] olnmml udicially  under his
n, was gasing into the fire.

Then,'" she went on, *'this terrible
!hing nppnmtl. You know what it did
to m I've had no thought for any-
thing fbut Dad—and trying to grope a
way out of the dark. I found over
twenty, thousand dollars in bills with
nothing to pay them with, 1 had a
acene with Muzzy—In which the old
subject was renewed-—my responsibil-
ity to Dad, It made a painful impres-
sion on me,"’

“IP'oor Cherry!'' he muttered,

“Then snddenly the other day I had
an lden that \lun) was in eommuniea-
tion with John Chichestor without my

nowledge., 1 don't know why—just
one of those queer intuitions that women
have, Hhe began encouraging me to go
out for exercise, to go to see 'Genie

anid other Lnonple. And one day I saw
Johu Chichester leaving the houwe ns
I came home. Tt geemed am though
Mussy was drawing the net tighter and
tighter around me, He came to see me
too, but he didn't speak, Fividently
he wam under instruetions. I hadn't
refused to consider him, nor had I re-
fused to do what Muzzy asked. You
see, 1 was horribly uncertain as to which
It was ghastly. |
him before, but now
I had a positive distaste for him. Jle
was n earleature of Romance, a maock-
ery. I saw hideoun things in him—I
rouldn’t forget what T had heard—hid-
OUN thinrn that he had been—that he
might still be, e hnd never heen ob-
jectionable lnefur I wns overwrought,
yon wes=the more g0 as the ohsesdlon
zraw that it was my duty to marry
m,

“RBy (mr]"' Sangree muttered below
his breath, “‘you shan't,’

To be continued tomorrow
e ———
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